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Airway Heights
Music, drones and fireworks, oh my!
By CLARE McGRAW

AIRWAY HEIGHTS — Families from 
across the region will celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with live entertainment, 
food and fireworks during Northern 
Quest Resort & Casino’s Fourth of July 
Extravaganza on Saturday, July 4.

The free event will take place at 
the outdoor entertainment venue at 
Northern Quest Resort & Casino, 100 N. 
Hayford Road. Family activities begin 
at 4 p.m., with the evening’s drone and 
fireworks spectacular scheduled later 
in the night.

Organizers have planned an evening 
of family-friendly activities, including 
bouncy houses, magic performances, 
food trucks, a beer garden and live music 
from Prairie Fire Band.

Northern Quest officials expect more 
than 6,000 attendees, making it one of the 
largest Independence Day celebrations 
in the Inland Northwest.

The celebration will feature a coordi-
nated drone and fireworks show using 
500 drones. This year’s presentation will 
also recognize Northern Quest’s 25th an-
niversary with aerial drone formations 
highlighting Kalispel Tribal enterprises 
and the growth of the Kalispel Tribe over 
the past quarter-century.

“This year’s celebration is especially 
meaningful as Northern Quest continues 
to celebrate its 25th anniversary,” said 
Tina Nenema, resort experience project 
manager. “It’s a powerful tribute to the 
spirit of Kalispel Hospitality and the last-
ing impact the Tribe continues to make 
throughout the region.”

The evening will include a perfor-
mance of the national anthem by a 
Northern Quest team member selected 
through an internal audition process. 
Organizers also plan to honor Kalispel 
Tribal members and team members who 
have served in the armed forces.

Guests can also enjoy food trucks and 

family activities throughout the evening. 
Some children’s activities may include 
splash zones and water play areas.

“Whether you’re joining us for the 
Fourth of July or discovering North-
ern Quest for the first time, there’s 

truly something for everyone,” Nenema 
said.

The annual Independence Day 
celebration has become one of several 
Fourth of July events drawing visitors 
from throughout Spokane County and 

the surrounding region.
Organizers encourage guests to arrive 

early to enjoy the activities and entertain-
ment before the evening concludes with 
the drone and fireworks display.
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Basin City
Rodeo, parade return to Basin City
By Roger Harnack

BASIN CITY – When the rest of the 
state was shutting down in response to 
then-Gov. Jay Inslee’s unilateral orders, 
Basin City was throwing a Independence 
Day celebration and rodeo.

What started out as a protest against 
government tyranny in 2020 has devel-
oped into the annual Freedom Rodeo 
and Fourth of July celebration.

This year, the celebration will run 
from Thursday through Saturday, July 
2-4.

Activities begin at 8 a.m. Thursday 
morning with breakaway slack. It’s free 
and open to the public.

Then at 5 p.m., gates open for rodeo-
goers, with grand entry at 7:30 p.m. The 
theme for the night is Buck Cancer.

The National Anthem will be per-
formed by Riley Pope and the rodeo will 
feature trick rider Haley Proctor and her 
daughter, Coulee. Barrel racing slack 
will take place after rodeo.

The schedule repeats Friday with 
slack at 8 a.m. and the second rodeo 
performance at 7:30 p.m. The Friday 
night theme is Legacy Ag Day. Jorden 
Smith will perform the National Anthem 
and the Proctors return for more trick 
riding.

After the rodeo, there will be bar-
rel slack racing and live music by Zac 
Burrell.

On Saturday morning, Franklin 
County patriotism will be on full display 
as activities move to downtown for the 
Basin City Parade.

Dozens of parade entries are ex-
pected to show off their red, white and 
blue. The parade route runs along Road 
170 and Bailie Boulevard.

Local officials said it’s likely to be 
hot during the parade and that water is 
anticipated.

Saturday night, July 4, is Patriot 
Night at the Freedom Rodeo.

The third and final performance of 
this year’s rodeo begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Travis Adams will sing the National 
Anthem and the Proctors return for a 

third night.
There isn’t any slack after the show as 

rodeo-goers turn their eyes to the sky.
A professional fireworks show is 

planned, with live music by Dakota 
Robins to follow the aerial display.
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Grand Coulee
Festival lights up Grand Coulee Dam
By Derek Bilodeaux

COULEE DAM — The Grand Coulee 
Dam Area will mark America’s 250th 
birthday with an expanded three-day 
Festival of America that combines pa-
triotic programming, live music, family 
activities and fireworks launched from 
atop the dam.

The free event runs Thursday through 
Saturday, July 2–4, at the Grand Coulee 
Dam Visitor Center Park, at the base of 
the dam on state Highway 155.

The festival includes food trucks, 
vendors, a beer garden, live entertain-
ment and nightly laser light shows 
on the dam face, with the large fire-
works display returning July 4 only. 
“This year’s Festival of America places 
an added emphasis on patriotism, com-
munity pride and honoring the history 
and significance of Grand Coulee Dam 
as one of America’s most iconic public 
works projects,” Grand Coulee Dam 
Area Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Krystal Fillis said.

For the semiquincentennial, there are 
more vendors, additional entertainment 
and a bigger fireworks finale, organizers 
said.

The celebration draws thousands of 
spectators each year and is considered 
one of Eastern Washington’s premier 
Independence Day traditions.

Families can expect a full weekend 
of options.

From 4-8 p.m. Thursday, July 2, food 
trucks, vendors and a beer garden are 
open. The laser light show is at 10 p.m. 

Activities Friday start with kids 
water activities from noon to 7 p.m. 
There are performances by the Theresa 
Edwards Band from 4-6 p.m. and Aaron 
Crawford from 8-10 p.m,, plus the laser 
light show. 

On Independence Day, Saturday, the 
festival opens at 10 a.m. 

Kids water activities are from noon to 

7 p.m. and a veterans memorial honors 
program is at 2 p.m.

Performances include Jesse Quandt 
from 3-5 p.m. and Jerry Lee Raines from 
7-10 p.m., followed by the laser light 
show.

Fireworks accompanied by pa-
triotic singing by Stan Cass close 
out the festivities at 10:30 p.m. 
A free shuttle will be available July 4 to 
help with transportation and parking.

Organizers recommend arriving 
early on the Fourth, especially for prime 
viewing spots.

Event-goers should bring lawn 
chairs, blankets, sunscreen and water. 
Good vantage points include nearby 
Crown Point Vista, the Coulee Dam Ca-

sino deck and the visitor center area.
“While the fireworks and laser light 

show remain signature attractions, 
we’ve continued to focus on creating a 

well-rounded celebration that encour-
ages visitors to spend multiple days in 
the area,” Fillis said.
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Liberty Lake

Liberty Lake plans double celebration
By CLARE McGRAW

LIBERTY LAKE — Residents will 
have a chance to celebrate two mile-
stones at once when they gather for 
Founders & Fireworks 2026 on July 4 at 
Pavilion Park.

Hosted by the city Parks and Recre-
ation Department, the event will com-
memorate both the 25th anniversary of 
the city’s incorporation and the 250th 
anniversary of the U.S.

The celebration will run from 2-10 
p.m. at Pavilion Park, 727 N. Molter 
Road. 

Organizers have planned a full after-
noon and evening of activities culminat-
ing in a fireworks display.

This year’s event combines Liberty 
Lake’s traditional Fourth of July celebra-
tion with Barefoot in the Park, a longtime 
community festival. City officials noted 
there will be no separate Barefoot in the 
Park event in 2026.

Among the scheduled activities are 
a flag-raising ceremony, art unveiling, 
time capsule presentation, selfie station, 
children’s activities, live music, games, 
an apple pie baking contest, beer garden 
and watermelon-eating contest.

The event’s focus on both local and 
national milestones provides an oppor-
tunity for residents to reflect on Liberty 
Lake’s history while celebrating Inde-
pendence Day.

Liberty Lake officially incorporated 
in 2001 and has experienced significant 
growth over the past quarter century. 
Organizers said the anniversary cel-
ebration is intended to recognize the 
community’s history and the residents 
who have helped shape the city since 
incorporation.

A time capsule presentation and art 

unveiling are expected to highlight ele-
ments of the city’s past and future, while 
family-friendly activities throughout the 
day will offer opportunities for residents 
of all ages to participate.

The event will also coincide with 
nationwide celebrations marking the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Organizers have incorporated sev-
eral patriotic elements into the event, 
including the flag-raising ceremony and 
an apple pie baking contest.

The celebration will conclude with 
a fireworks display beginning later in 
the evening.
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Odessa
Odessa firefighters to host barbecue
By Derek Bilodeaux

ODESSA — The Odessa Volunteer 
Fire Department will continue a de-
cades-long tradition when it hosts its 
annual Fourth of July barbecue on Sat-
urday, July 4.

The sit-down, by-donation barbecue 
in Reiman Park, 101 S. First St., runs from 
11 a.m. to about 2 p.m. and features the 
same menu the department has served 
the past 15 years. 

Guests can enjoy pulled pork sand-
wiches, baked beans, potato salad, 
chips, watermelon and cold drinks. 
Rural Fire Chief Roger Sebesta said 
the barbecue has become a community 
gathering.

“It gives people who don’t go to the 
river on the Fourth of July something to 
do,” Sebesta said. “It’s kind of become 
a social event. We talk every year about 
whether we’re going to do it or not, but 
we always say, well, we about have to 
do it because people expect it.”

Sebesta, who joined in 1986, said 

earlier versions of the barbecue featured 
pit beef before shifting to hamburgers 
and hot dogs. 

The current pulled pork format has 
proven popular and consistent, he said. 
Proceeds support the purchase of protec-
tive equipment and safety gear for local 
firefighters. 

“We’re always looking to buy protec-
tive equipment for the guys,” Sebesta 
said. “This money raised will go towards 
that, along with his grant money and 
some funds from the city and the county.” 
The department plans to have at least 
one fire truck on site. 

Attendees do not need to bring any-
thing beyond an appetite. The depart-
ment provides silverware, napkins and 
other necessities. 

Plenty of food is prepared each year and 
leftovers are common, he said. Delivery is 
available for homebound residents by 
calling Sebesta at 509-988-0226.

The event typically serves close to 
300 plates. Organizers expect similar 
numbers this year.

Sebesta said the barbecue remains an 
important fundraiser and community 
tradition even as volunteer numbers 
fluctuate.

“It’s a pretty good little fundraiser 
for us,” he said. “It gives the people who 

don’t go to the river on the Fourth of July 
something to do.”

The event offers a relaxed, fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere in the heart of 
town.

By Byrne Bennett 

REARDAN — The Inland Northwest 
Railroad Museum will mark Indepen-
dence Day with a full day of history, 
trains and family activities on Saturday, 
July 4.

The event runs from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and blends colonial-era history 
with railroad exhibits and community 
entertainment. A highlight will be a 

live reenactment of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, featuring 
volunteers in period costume portraying 
Benjamin Franklin and a Continental 
Congress aide. Visitors can also sign a 
replica of the document and take it home 
as a keepsake.

The holiday weekend will also be the 
last opportunity to tour the museum’s 
1910 Abraham Lincoln Business Car. The 
railcar, listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places, will leave Reardan after 
the weekend.

Activities will continue throughout 
the day. Bonnie & The Extras will per-
form live music, and an Honor Guard 
presentation is scheduled for 1 p.m.

Families will find a range of activi-
ties included with admission, including 
rides on the museum’s 2-foot-gauge train 
and free U.S. flags for visitors. Children 
can take part in a cornhole tournament 

and a scavenger hunt.
Food options will include $1 hot 

dogs, and the museum gift shop will 
offer holiday discounts.

The museum is located at 27300 
Sprinkle Road N near the intersection 
of highways 2 and 231. For information, 
call 509-796-3377 or visit the museum’s 
website, www.inlandrailmuseum.com.

Reardan
Railroad museum celebrates 250th



By Rick Haverinen

RITZVILLE – The community is 
taking the upcoming Fourth of July so 
seriously, it is starting the celebration a 
day early.

“Here in Ritzville proper, in the city 
limits, fireworks are legal,” said Cory 
Bartlett, who is putting together the 
Hometown Heroes celebration on behalf 
of Ritzville United.

“On July 4, there’s a very active 
fireworks presence, especially as we get 
into the evening time... and we thought 
it would be foolish to try and organize a 
big parade on a day when fireworks are 
being let off at that time of night, because 
it’s a nighttime parade,” he said.

Hence the decision to advance the 
Fourth of July celebration to July 3.

“So Friday, July 3, made perfect sense 
to us,” Bartlett said. “We’re starting 
off Friday at noon in the city park. We 
already have 26 vendors signed up for 
the park. 

“The city pool will be open that day 
and there will be live music at the gazebo 
with announcements, patriotic displays 
and probably the biggest news of all is 
everyone who goes to the park between 
noon and 4 p.m. gets a free gourmet 
hot dog.

“Every single person gets a free hot 
dog, dressed up however they want.”

The free hot dogs are part of a July 3, 
noon-8 p.m. picnic.

At 8 p.m., the parade check-in begins 
at the Ritzville Legion Hall on Broadway 
Avenue.

Bartlett said the parade route will go 
down Broadway to Jefferson Street to 
Main Avenue, and then the route goes 
all out on Main.

“Following the parade, which I sus-
pect will end about 9:30, we will have 
the biggest fireworks show Ritzville has 
ever seen,” Bartlett said.

He said the last big fireworks display 

in the town happened in 1981 or so.
“That was about 40 years ago,” 

Bartlett said, “So, it’s been a long time 
since we had a real professional fire-
works display and Western Display 
Fireworks is coming out of Canby, Ore., 
to put the show on. 

“They’re the ones who do the SeaFair 
fireworks show every year by Seattle, so 
they’re a big name in the game.”

Bartlett said the fireworks will be 
ignited at the high school’s baseball 
field, but good viewing should cover a 
wide area. 

“I’d say from Sixth street on down, 
you’ll have a fantastic view of a huge 
show and you can probably see it all the 
way up at the Circle K,” he said.

Bartlett said the event is supported 
by city, as well as several commercial 
sponsors.

Hometown Heroes
The town is not going to overlook 

the commemorative aspects of the cel-
ebration.

“The reason we’re calling it Home-
town Heroes is because we wouldn’t 
have a country if we didn’t have people 
who made sacrifices, like my dad, my 
uncle and two grandfathers,” Bartlett 
said. “Luckily for me, they all sur-
vived and they built this place called 
America.”

In tribute to the veterans, Bartlett 
said the city park gazebo will be the 
location for the reading of the names of 
hometown heroes. He said the parade 
announcer will repeat the tribute over 
the public address system before the 
parade begins. 

The names to be read have been sub-
mitted, and they include those of retired 
and deceased military active duty, police 
officers, firefighters or first responders.

“We’re asking people do something 
patriotic, whether it’s driving a truck 
and waving a little flag, or it’s all decked 

out in red, white and blue lights,” he 
said. “Entries don’t have to be lighted 
for the parade, but if they want to have 

a lit display, that will make it look even 
better.”
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Happy 4th!
Sloan-Leavitt
Insurance Agency
403 W. Main • Ritzville
509-659-0772

Ritzville
Ritzville to host biggest 4th in decades
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1776 · 2026

Celebrating 250 years of American independence

I N S U R A N C E

Auto Home Commercial Farm

Pam Zeiler · Stacy Breithaupt
509-725-1433

1112 Morgan St, Davenport, WA

www.basinpacific.com

www.highlinegrain.com
1-800-227-7894

Two Rivers
Sasq’ets Echo Fest set in Two Rivers
By Derek Bilodeaux 

TWO RIVERS — Two Rivers Resort 
and Marina is marking three decades 
of Independence Day tradition with a 
refreshed name and expanded entertain-
ment lineup.

Sasq’ets Echo Fest, the new name for 
the resort’s Fourth of July event, will take 
place July 3 and 4 on Lake Roosevelt at 
6828 state Highway 25. 

The two-day gathering will feature live 
music, food, vendors, family activities and 
outdoor recreation.

“This marks the 30th anniversary 
of our Independence Day tradition at 
Two Rivers,” said Jesse R. Moss II, chief 
operating officer of Spokane Tribal 
Enterprises, which operates the resort. 
“Sasq’ets Echo Fest is more than a con-
cert and fireworks show — it’s the next 
chapter in a long-standing tradition of 
music, recreation, community and un-
forgettable summer memories.”

The resort has hosted an Indepen-
dence Day celebration since the mid-
1990s. 

Over the years, the event has grown 
from a local gathering into a regional 
draw, with families and visitors return-
ing annually, he said. The new name 
reflects that evolution while honoring 

the energy and community spirit that 
have defined the event.

Friday, July 3, will feature the band 
Bay 7 performing in the evening.

Saturday, July 4, will include the 
Bobby Patterson Band opening for Hells 
Belles, an all-female AC/DC tribute 
band, followed by a fireworks display 
at dusk. 

E v e n t - g o e r s  c a n  s p e n d  t h e 
w e e k e n d  b o a t i n g ,  s w i m m i n g 
and recreating on Lake Roosevelt. 
The resort is in the Lake Roosevelt Na-
tional Recreation Area, offering visitors 
easy access to the water and surrounding 
natural beauty. 

Many attendees combine the event 
with overnight stays in cabins or camp-
sites, making it a multi-day destination 
for families and groups.

“Families, friends and visitors have 
gathered at Two Rivers to celebrate 
Independence Day together for three 
decades,” he said. “We are inviting our 
valued community to join us in sup-
porting what promises to be one of our 
biggest celebrations yet.”

The fireworks finale on July 4 re-
mains a signature draw, lighting up 
the sky over the lake as the evening 
concludes.
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Rick Koss, Manager • 509-995-0567

Washtucna
USA 250 to mark America’s birthday
By Rick Haverinin

WASHTUNCA – Nothing is more 
American than a flag ceremony, parade, 
community barbecue and live music.

And that’s what people can expect 
here as the town celebrates American’s 
250th birthday.

On Saturday, July 4, Washtucna will 
have all the elements to make the holi-
day fun, community leader and Sonny’s 
tavern owner Bridget Coon said.

“We’re excited,” Coon said. “It’s the 
250th celebration. We’ve added a couple 
bells and whistles and people should 
come down. Everyone’s welcome.”

“USA 250” starts off with a 7-9 a.m. 
fundraising breakfast, put on by the lo-
cal school’s Future Business Leaders of 
America chapter.

As breakfast winds down, partici-
pants will be checking in at the Lion’s 
Club for the community parade. Lineup 
starts at 10 a.m. The Kiddie Parade starts 
at 10;30 a.m., followed immediately by 
the main parade.

Coon said some of the kids bring 
their 4-H project animals to the parade, 
or just ride their bikes and decorate their 
bikes patriotically. 

The route starts runs down Main 
Street, starting at May Street, and ends 
at Bassett Park. 

After the parade, the community will 
take time for a flag ceremony at 11:15 

a.m., followed by the by-donation com-
munity barbecue at about 11:30, both in 
the park.

Barbeque proceeds will the Wash-
tucna Band.

“It features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and different things,” Coon said.

Iron Slinging
With stomachs full, event-goers turn 

their attention to horse shows for the 
popular Sonny’s Iron Slinging Open 
Horseshoe Tournament at 1 p.m. 

There is a per-player entry fee; reg-
ister at Sonny’s, which will provide a 
patriotic cooler to all participants.

Coon said the horseshoe tournament 
is being organized by Lloyd Stoess, “who 
is our tournament marshal. 

“In the past, we’ve had 18-20 teams 
register, so it’s a good healthy competi-
tion.”

Local shop students designed a 
wall-hanging trophy, and each year the 
champions’ names are added.

“It’s a traditional day of horseshoe 
competition that a lot of residents 
around here enjoy, and now we have the 
next generation joining that tradition,” 
Coon said.

The tournament lasts all afternoon 
and families and friends gather with 
their camp chairs in the shade of the trees 
in Bassett Park.

Festivities close with live music at the 
tavern on Main Street from 7-10 p.m.
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quality legal services.

Davenport
503 Morgan St.
(509) 725-4100

Colfax
105 S. Main St.
(509) 397-4345

Odessa
9 E. First St.,

(509) 982-0425

Ritzville
108 N. Adams St.

(509) 659-0425

St. John
E. 25 Front St.
(509) 648-3683

Rosalia
516 S. Whitman
(509) 523-5809

With many years of legal service in Spokane, Lincoln, Adams and Whitman 
Counties, McGuire, DeWulf, Kragt & Johnson P.S. is a team of profession-

als whose goal is to provide a full range of quality legal services.

L.R. “Rusty” McGuire

Mark DeWulf

John Kragt

Matthew D. Johnson

Jacob Montgomery
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Whitman County

By teresa simpson

PULLMAN-  The  city  is  going  all  
out  as  the  United  States  of  America  
celebrates  its  250th Birthday on Satur-
day, July 4.

The  annual  community  4th  of  July  
festivities  will  begin  at  5  p.m.,  at  Sun-
nyside  Park,  147  S.W.  Cedar  St.

“We  will  have  the  Palouse  Com-
munity  Band  starting  us  off  by  provid-
ing  music,”  Pullman  Chamber  of  

Commerce  Business  Manager  Tim  
Braun  said.  “At  6  p.m.,  we  have  the  
raising  of  the  flag.

“Then  Porter Chase  is  going  to  be  
our  musician  after  everything  is  done.  
He  will  be  followed  by  the  great  
DJ  Goldfinger  before  the  fireworks  
begin.”  

Three  vendors  will  be  on  site  
with  food  and  beverages, he said, not-
ing cotton  candy,  popcorn,  beverages  
and  snacks  will  also  be  available  for  
purchase.    

City officials suggest event-goers  
bring  blankets,  chairs  and  other  items  
to  enjoy  the  music   and  fireworks.  
However,  “other  items”  don’t  include  
BBQ  briquettes,  alcohol,  marijuana or  
drug  products  as  they  are  prohibited  
in  Sunnyside  Park.    

Due  to  limited  parking,  attendees  
are  encouraged  to  use  Pullman  Transit  
to  get  to  and  from  Sunnyside  Park.  
Special  routes  with  begin  at  4:30  p.m.  
and  conclude  after  the  fireworks  dis-
play.  There  is  no  charge  to  ride  the  
bus  on  these  routes.    

Braun  said  the  flag  would  be  raised  
at  6  p.m.  and  the  evening  will  end  
at  10  p.m.  with  fireworks  lighting  up  
the  sky.  

“Our  pyrotechnics  said  they  put  
together  an  America  250  (display)  this  
year,  which  will  be  pretty  good.” 

In other Whitman County events:
Albion

The annual  4th of July parade starts 
at noon. Beginning at the park, the route 
goes through Main, Front and G Street 
before ending back at the park. 

A taco bar, ran by Albion 4-H mem-
bers, will be available for lunch. There 
will be meal options for one or two 
tacos. 

Both include chips, watermelon, a 
brownie and lemonade.

Endicott
There will be a 4th of July planning 

meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, June 
25.

The local branch of the Whitman 
County Library is hosting a create your 
own patriotic tie-dye t-shirt event on 
Thursday, July 2.

The free event is at 6 p.m. and chil-
dren under 10 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Participants can bring their 
own prewashed 100% cotton shirt.

Garfield
The local branch of the library is host-

ing a 4th of July Community potluck in 
honor of America’s 250th anniversary.

The potluck will take place from 1 to 
5 p.m. Attendees are invited to bring a 
dish to share, a barbecue and patriotic 
spirit.

The event will feature law games 
provide by the library and a apple pie 
contest. Participants can enter to win 
who has the best apple pie.

Pullman hosts fireworks downtown



June 25, 2026	 America 250	 Page 13

By CLARE McGRAW

CHENEY — As communities across 
the nation prepare to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day, Washington state is also 
marking a larger milestone in 2026: the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence.

The statewide effort, known as 
America 250 Washington, aims to help 
residents connect with the nation’s his-
tory while encouraging civic engage-
ment and reflection on the country’s 
founding principles.

The year 2026 marks 250 years since 
representatives of the 13 colonies ad-
opted the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776, formally declaring inde-
pendence from Great Britain.

State organizers say the commemora-
tion is intended to encourage Washing-
tonians to learn more about the nation’s 
history, democratic institutions and civic 
traditions while also recognizing the 
sovereignty and historical contributions 
of Tribal Nations.

The anniversary is being observed 
through a series of commemorative 
dates throughout the year, including a 
Day of Service on June 14, Independence 
Day on July 4, Washington Museum Day 
on Aug. 8 and a Day of Civic Engage-
ment on Sept. 17.

Organizers describe the initiative as 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
explore the state’s history and strengthen 
connections among communities.

In addition to public events, the 
America 250 Washington initiative en-
courages residents to participate from 
home through educational and cultural 
activities.

Among those activities is the official 
America 250 Apple Pie recipe, developed 
in partnership with the Washington 
State Apple Commission. Residents are 
also encouraged to learn more about 
the nation’s founding through books, 
museum exhibits and documentaries.

One featured resource is “The Ameri-
can Revolution,” a six-part documen-
tary series directed by Ken Burns, Sarah 

Botstein and David Schmidt. The series 
examines the events that led to Ameri-
can independence and the creation of a 
new form of government between 1754 
and 1790.

The initiative also emphasizes the 
importance of local history organiza-
tions, museums and historical societies 

in preserving community stories for 
future generations.

For communities such as Cheney, 
the semi-quincentennial offers an op-
portunity to reflect not only on national 
history but also on the people, institu-
tions and events that have shaped local 
communities over time.

State organizers hope the anniversary 
will encourage residents to become more 
engaged in their communities and gain a 
deeper understanding of the democratic 
system that emerged from the events 
of 1776.

America 250 initiative takes shape
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BUck taco
tuesdays

$1 TACOS

Open 7 
Days

11 am - 2 am

SUNDAY 
SERVICE 

WITH AMY
$7 BLOODY MARYS

$7 MIMOSAS
$7 BRUNCH MENU



Join us at the museum for the reenactment of signing of the Declaration of 
Independence with Ben Franklin and his Continental Congress aide...
PLUS: Every guest gets the opportunity to sign a copy of the declaration to take home as a souvenir.
PLUS: Tour the 1910 Abraham Lincoln Business Car  listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
PLUS: See a military Honor Guard in action at 1 pm.
PLUS: FREE ride on our 2-foot gauge train.
PLUS: Get a FREE personal US Flag. $1 Hot Dogs
PLUS: Live music! Bonnie & The Extras!
PLUS: Corn Hole tournament for kids!
PLUS: Scavenger hunt for kids! 

Saturday July 4, 2026 • 10 am - 5 pm
You Can Sign The Declaration Of Independence

Special Discounts In Gift Shop!

Inland Northwest Rail Museum
27300 Sprinkle Road N • Reardan

509-796-3377 • www.inlandnwrailmuseum.com
Tourism Support Provided by Lincoln County hotel/Motel Tax Funds

LAST WEEKEND TO TOUR ABRAHAMLINCOLN BUSINESS CAR!


