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Airway Heights Days: 2 days of family fun

By JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS — Sun-
set Park at Lawson Street and 8th
Avenue, will be a scene of family
fun and community celebration
August 22-23. Airway Heights
Days will once again offer both
locals and visitors a variety of
games, activities and entertainment
for attendees of all ages.

Some of the more notable
attractions for the annual event are
the watermelon races (soap box
racers inside real watermelons),
live music from bands like Atomic
Jive, Eternal Jones, and the Tama-
rack Ridge Band, and the Pharoahs
Car Club Show and Shine featur-
ing a great line of classic cars.
Entrance to the event is free to the
public.

Here is a schedule of events
for both Friday and Saturday:

FRIDAY AUGUST 22ND

Kiwanis Watermelon Races
5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Kiwanis Beer Garden Spon-
sored by West Plains Brewing 5:00
p-m. —8:00 p.m.

Movie in the Park, “IF” 7:00
p.m. —9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY AUGUST 23RD

Color Guard Opening Cer-
emony 10:00 am

Pharoahs Car Club Show &
Shine Sponsored by CAL Cars
10:00 am — 4:00 p.m.

Vendors / Exhibits 10:00 am —
4:00 pm

Live Music: Atomic Jive

10:00 am — 11:30 am

Kids Zone Inflatables &
Games Sponsored Billie’s Diner &
ICCU 11:00 am — 4:00 p.m.

Cornhole Tournament Spon-
sored by Grocery Outlet 12:00
p.m. —3:00 p.m.

2nd Chance Ranch Petting
Zoo Sponsored by La Presa Mexi-

can Restaurant 11:30 am — 3:30
p.m.

Kiwanis Beer Garden Spon-
sored by West Plains Brewing
10:00 am — 5:00 p.m.

Live Music: Eternal Jones
12:00 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Live Music: Tamarack Ridge
Band 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.
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Watermelon Races a messy but fun tradition

Racers join B i_gat

Watermelon Pit Row

By JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS — Fri-
day August 22 at Airway Heights
Days will begin with a crazy,
creative annual event: the Water-
melon Races, sponsored by the
city Kiwanis Club.

Contestants can grab their
pit crews and get set to compete
in one of the messiest summer-
time races ever.

The spectacle begins Friday

night at 5 p.m. with a 4:30 p.m.
contestant check-in time. After
that, Sunset Park is transformed

into Watermelon Pit Row.

Each summer this event
brings families and businesses
together for a fun and action-
packed community contest. It’s a
celebration of teamwork, creativ-
ity, ingenuity, diversity and fair
play in the quest for the Cham-
pionship Plaque. Businesses can
issue official challenges to other
businesses for the ultimate prize:
bragging rights.

Handcrafted watermelon
racers are built following official
Watermelon Racer Rules, which
you can find on the Airway

Heights Days web page. Racers
are placed side by side and then
let loose down the race ramp.
The first racer to the finish line
wins and moves on to the next
round.

The loser gets smashed with
the “Mallet-O-Justice” by their
competitor. Sometimes they’re
granted amnesty.

All races are single elimina-
tion, so be sure to build a racer
that can withstand multiple races.

Watermelon Race hopefuls
can register online at the Airway
Heights Days web page.
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Airway Heights Day first
for Pharoahs Car Club

Club to bring greats
in classic cars

By JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS — The
Pharoahs Car Club Show and Shine
is expected to be a big part of the
Airway Heights Days festivities
according to Andy Gardner, City
Parks and Recreation Deputy Di-
rector. The show, which is spon-
sored by Cal Cars, will be all day
Saturday, August 23 from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on the Sunset Park ball field.
It is the first to be presented by the
Pharoahs.

Those with classic cars wish-

ing to display their rides can regis-
ter online, or on the day of, from 8
a.m.-9:45 a.m. Part of the proceeds
from the registration fee will go to
the CARES non-profit Youth Rec-
reation Scholarship Program.
Gardner said, “The Pharoahs
Car Club really wanted to blow up
the car show in the numbers of cars
that will be there. There’s actually
a lot of new sponsors and new part-
ners we’re trying this year.”
According to the event web
page, the new car club will present
some of the best classic vehicles to
be found in the West Plains area.
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AMERICA'S

BEST TIRE WARRANTY

NO EXTRA COST OR CERTIFICATES

60-DAY
SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
NO-HASSLE
ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION
FREE
TIRE MAINTENANCE

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT ONLINE
AT LESSCHWAB.COM

CHENEY
7 SPOKANE ST « 509-235-5700

AIRWAY HEIGHTS
11003 W SUNSET HWY 2 - 509-244-7002

ComMmmuniTy MINDED emp%yee ﬁl[lﬂéﬂl
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FRESH MARKET

Fresh Meat & Produce Fresh Bakery & Deli

Full Service Florist On-line Shopping

Natural & Organic Foods

Airway Heights: 1151 S Lyons Rd. (509)244-3633 Pharmacy (509)244-5822
Hours: 6 am to 11 pm Daily
Cheney: 4 Cheney Spokane Rd (509)235-6310
Hours: 6 am to Midnight Daily
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West Plains Brewing to serve grownup refreshment

Swanson, the brewery and pub’s Swanson is quick to encour-  enjoy the games and attractions
owner, is proud of. age people to attend both days of like the Kids Zone and cornhole
“We’re pretty excited to be the event, beginning Friday from 5  tournament.”
an Airway Heights Days sponsor,”  p.m.-9 p.m., and continuing Satur- Swanson said, “The great
Swanson said. “We’ve worked with day from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. thing about Airway Heights Days
a number of city groups, including “We’d love for adults to come is it’s a time for the whole com-
a food drive with Cleone’s Closet,  and grab a beer in beer garden. munity to come together and do
and the local Meals on Wheels. And for kids and younger folks to ~ something fun.”
Both of those organizations are
absolutely important in what they .
do. We think Airway Heights Days \p.\Ns 8 # VV\\’,here GFrea!IB?:er Llc"lle S'
By JAY GUNTER is important for the community as ,\Q 611’ € are Family _ rien V
AIRWAY HEIGHTS — Air- well.” ‘{? ” Open Wednesday - Sunday: Noon - 9:00 p.m.
way Heights Days, August 22-23 West Plains Brewing will = 1(:\ 12622 Sunset Highway, Stite D
at Sunset Park is looking to be a sponsor the event’s Beer Garden, Airway Heights, WA 99001
warm time in the Summer sun. and supply attendees over the age Visit our website
West Plains Brewing, one of the of 21 with beer and seltzer drinks. https://www.westplainsbrewing.com to learn
event’s sponsors, will be a source “I’ll be there personally to about our specials and upcoming events!
of cool beverages for older at- help pour beverages for custom- o @
tendees. This is something Matt ers,” Swanson said.

Always in Your Neighborhood
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Live music presented
by 3 local bands

BY JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS —
August 23 at Sunset Park will be
a day of rousing live music, for
all audiences and a wide range
of musical tastes. Beginning
at 10 a.m. and going through 4
p.m., Airway Heights Days will
feature three entertaining local
bands, two from Spokane and
one from Coeur d’Alene.

Each band will play a
90-minute to two-hour set.

The first band will be
Atomic Jive. The Spokane
band’s social media pages
describes its music style as
“foot-stomping, hand-clapping,

hip-swaying Boogie Blues, vin-
tage R&B and undeniably cool
Soul.”

The second band from Spo-
kane, Eternal Jones, describes
itself as “Rock and Blues dance
music with some surprises.”

The third band, playing a
two-hour song set, is the Coeur
d’Alene-based Tamarack Ridge
Band. According to their web-
site, the band placed first in the
2024 Inlander Best of Readers
Poll and took second place in
2025. Also according to its web-
site, the band is a ““ . . . blend of
Country, Rock, and a touch of
everything in between . . .”.

Kids Zone includes fun,
friendly petting zoo

Zoo delights kids,

helps animals

BY JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS — The
Kids Zone at this year’s Airway
Heights Days will include inflat-
able “bouncy” attractions, games
and activities, according to City
Parks and Recreation Deputy
Director Andy Gardner.

Also according to Gardner,
there will be a free petting zoo,
presented by Joy Chance of Sec-
ond Chance Ranch, for kids and

families to enjoy.

“Joy does small pony rides.
She’s brought goats, pigs, chick-
ens, bunnies. There may be differ-
ent kinds of dogs, and cats.”

Chance provides animals
from unfortunate circumstances a
second chance to receive positive
attention from friendly kids and
families.

“She does a great job of giv-
ing animals a sense of purpose,”
Gardner said. “We’ve been part-
nering with her for events like this
for years.”
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Cornhole tournament a
test of aim and patience

BY JAY GUNTER

AIRWAY HEIGHTS —
Cornhole is a game of teamwork
and skill. It’s a game that will test
the aim and accuracy of players at
this year’s Airway Heights Days,
Saturday, August 23 from 12 p.m.-
3 p.m. The game, sponsored by
the local Grocery Outlet, is played
by attempting to toss small bean-
bags into softball-sized holes in a
wooden board..

The game is guided by exact-
ing rules published by the Ameri-
can Cornhole Association. Those
rules can be found at the Airway
Heights Days web page, along

with registration instructions and
forms.

City Parks and Recreation
Deputy Director Andy Gardner is
hopeful that area cornhole en-
thusiasts will register in time for
the Airway Heights Tournament.
According to Gardner, registration
and registration fees are currently
strictly online. However, there is a
small chance registrations and fees
may be accepted there at the event
on the day of, depending on how
many teams have registered on-
line. Gardner encouraged teams to
register as early as possible.

Airway Heights
13514 W Sunset Hwy Ste B,
Ph (509) 244-9200
Fax (509) 244-9300

\_ www.copyjunction2.com

YOUR PRINT, PACK & SHIP SOLUTION

PACKAGEHUB

Feix.m%
Ups

=L, .

Cheney

1921 First Street

Ph (509) 235-5551

Fax (509) 235-5567
www.copyjunction.com




August 1, 2025 Airway Heights Day 2025 Page 7

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR
»mn JOUR LOCAL NEWS! «we

FREEPRESS
ReCORD-TIMES

L ¢ " The Ritzville Adams County

h—-wpmmmmn
‘.._,_.C«@ NNECTION: GAZETTE- -

- ---ca_-‘.

S 2 Spékane Valley

News Herald MEXTRA o

.

I-‘ . LBy

;...

] ‘_

NEY FREE PRES \ | b
*-“‘ ‘M { 6
ﬂ ITME’ADA%(”‘N Y JOURNAL 'ﬂ"‘ 0 ‘-',' - e A ' 'l,t.”lﬁ
# : VA LE‘Y"’ 1 AT SRR AN AR A “f-,'. WWW. HENEYFREEERE? com A
o " WHITMAN COUNTY R LIRS W "PﬂNMNC&NECTIOﬁ"’ °M —':5"
' wwwbDESSAREconn c0M i

i .-L COLFA& DA".V ‘L | \ J' . o g BT | ’ ali i Ul ,HE l{‘
: F&m&: ;ﬁ_ A4 - ‘RITZVILL JOURNA com

i A Tk A ) } f oL g !
bl hﬁ b4 B NS ; ‘“www wceAzéTTE c0M £
O # -' ;_ I lf‘ fi, ' FAAE
% /% "\ FREE PRESS LA TR

. E‘ f ~ht it 4

RANKLIN CONNECT|ON
‘ i i} ¥ g @ W
3 . / ‘_ﬂr_.'l;. “ PUBLISHING IC'TL. | dF‘



CHENEY, WA

' [

Newly Reimagined
Apartments
Vacation Rentals
Commercial Space
Available Now!

| BREWSTER |
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Call 509-750-7025
www.BrewsterHall.com

- ANY HOME
OOLING, HEATING,

" oy »  ORELECTRICAL
[HOLLIDAY ‘ SERVICES,

HEATING + COOLING + ELECTRIC

f

Washington (509) 838-5717 | Idaho (208) 643-7371 | HollidayHeating.com



